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NEWS FRONT ROUNDUP 


® Schools are growing bigger in size, but smaller in number, the U.S. Office of 
Education reported last week. The push for more efficient school administration re- 
duced the number of school districts by almost 40 percent since 1951-52, even though 
total enrollment increased each year. The very smallest school systems, those en- 
rolling less than 50 pupils per school, disappeared by one-third between 1956 and 
1959. However, consolidation has a long way to go. Last year there were still more 
than 19,000 school districts enrolling fewer than 150 children each, 





An example of a state-wide drive for reorganization of school systems is reach- 
ing the final stage in Indiana. Each county has a nine-man committee working on re- 
organization. Plans are to be submitted to the state commission within two months. 
Over two-thirds of Indiana's 1000 school corporations are expected to disappear in 
the next four years. So far, one-third of the counties have mapped plans to elimi- 
nate 271 school systems, primarily through one-unit county school administration. 





> when the Denver school board realized that its taxpayers had put up more than 
$1 million for high-school parking lots in the past few years, it asked for an im- 
mediate study on student parking fees. Supt. Kenneth Oberholtzer said "there is con- 
siderable logic to the idea of charging a fee," but warned that it might force stu- 
dents into the streets where they bother neighborhoods and are out from under control 
of the schools. Meanwhile, Norwalk, Conn., High School opened to such a big student 
traffic jam that the chief of police petitioned the board of education for action. 





® overseas salary front: Two years of negotiations among the Department of Defense, 
the National Education Association, and overseas teachers associations, have brought 
the 6000 U.S. teachers abroad a new salary schedule plus important negotiation rules. 
From now on the salary schedule will be reviewed annually and adjusted to stateside 
salary increases. The new schedule, put into effect this month, pays a classroom 
teacher with a B.A. degree $4435 to $5915. 





> Two new approaches to student work at the college level appeared last week. The 
University of Alabama has set aside a 100-member residence hall for superior male 
students. Their regular curriculum will be supplemented with a faculty lecture and 
discussion series at the dormitory. A University of Kansas faculty report recom- 
mended that half of the junior class study abroad each year with Kansas faculty and 
their places on the Lawrence campus be taken by foreign students and faculty. Kala- 
mazoo (Mich.) College has already instituted a similar plan, sending 50 students 
abroad this summer on scholarships. Its goal is for half the enrollment to spend 
one summer abroad. 





> Education will be on the local political stump this fall. Both the Democrats 
and Republicans announced plans this week for local campaigning, and the issue of 
education was high on the list. The Democrats hope to involve more than one million 
Americans in small group discussions of education and other issues through a chart 
and discussion outline series. The Republicans' speakers manual sets aside a full 
explanation of the GOP position on education. (See pages 2, 3 for details.) 
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THE DEMOCRATS 


In its platform, the Democratic party spells out an "Economic Bill of Rights," 








enumerating "the right to a good education" as one of these economic rights. The e 
platform pledges federal support for school construction and teachers' salaries. 


"We shall act at once," the platform says, "to help in building the classrooms 
and employing the teachers that are essential if the right to a good education is to 








have genuine meaning for all the youth of America in the decade ahead. 


"As a national investment in our future, we propose a program of loans and scholar- 
ship grants to assure that qualified young Americans will have full opportunity for 
higher education, at the institutions of their choice, regardless of the income of 





their parents." 


Chairman Jackson of the Democratic National Committee, 





in a letter to The New York 





Times interpreting the platform commitment, wrote that the platform "does not pledge 
funds to the states specifically for teachers' salaries or classroom construction." 





forms, Jackson said, was: 





The key difference between the Democratic and Republican plat- i 


"The Democrats believe in the right and responsibility of the 
state and local education authorities to have freedom of choice 
to determine how best the financial support can be used. 


"The Republicans, by seeking to earmark funds for school con- 








Candidate Kennedy 


John F. Kennedy, Senator from Massachusetts and 
Democratic nominee for President, favored the fed- 
eral school support bill passed by the Senate last 
February but was not present when the final vote 
was taken, approving it 51 to 34. Earlier in the 
consideration of the bill Kennedy had voted for the 
Clark amendment (adding teachers' salaries) which 
was rejected by a 44-44 tie vote, and for the Mon- 
roney amendment, also dealing with teachers’ sal- 
aries, which was adopted, 54-35. 








In a campaign speech Sept. 7 at Eugene, Oregon, 
Candidate Kennedy addressed himself to the educa- 
tion issue. He said: 





"We must launch a massive construction program 
for both our public schools and our colleges.... 
Federal aid to education should include funds for 
teachers' salaries.... Most of the nation's teach- 
ers receive outrageously low pay.... We must cre- 
ate a sizable and workable scholarship program.... 
We must expand our support of basic research...." 


struction only, apparently believe that Congress and the federal 
executive can best determine the needs. This is contrary to the 
principle of local and state control of education." 








Education: An Issue in 


The failure of Congress to enact) 
at its last session--although majorl 
favored some type of federal aid--sw 
fall's Presidential campaign. 





Enactment of legislation on schot 
session, by the coalition of conser} 
servative Republicans which controlf 
group refused to send the differing 
bills to a conference committee for 





Both major parties have accepted 
issue and both have fairly specific 
positions. The candidates, too, by 
tions. The candidates are in generé 
deficiencies in our school systems & 
crease in school population, the shc 
accumulated deficits in classroom ¢& 


The parties and the candida di 
to just what the federal movers 


these pages Education U.S.A. present 


























PREVIEWS OF NATIONAL MAGAZINES, TV, RADIO, AND PRESS REPORTS 





Dateline: New York, N.Y. 
September 15, 1960 


Homework and Harmony 





First assignment for parents this fall ought to be Family Circle's article, 
"How to combat homework hysteria." Authors are leaders in child study field, 
Sidonie Matsner Gruenberg and daughter, Hilda Sidney Krech. Their examples of typi- 
cal tensions around the study lamp will have every family recognizing, "That's just 
the way it is at our house!" Explaining pressures on both children and adults, 
they provide realistic advice for the elders--including the vital injunction, "re- 
spect the present schools while working for better schools."" This supermarket maga- 
zine headlines the article on its front cover, a big help in attracting an audience 
for it. (October Family Circle, on sale Sept. 20) 








Men To Point the Way 


There are no apologies for the large order in Coronet's article, "We need 20,000 
guidance counselors." Writer Theodore Irwin documents the necessity and the human 
& benefits that will result. He profiles a typical counselor's day, discusses the 
NDEA efforts to train more, and estimates per-pupil costs for an adequate program. 
This is fact-filled; a persuasive document for board members. Try it. 


(October Coronet, on sale Sept. 20) 





Salvage Project for Female Brainpower 


Millions of women engage in "circular puttering" and "redundant housewifery" 
while shortages cripple our schools and social agencies, declares an angry Harper's 
article. Marion K. Sanders, in*"A Proposition for Women,'' wants many more of our 
educated young homemakers to help meet these needs--as a duty as well as a pleasure. 
Who'd mind the house? She suggests a Service Corps for young girl graduates, paral- 
leling the boys' military stint. This is a startler in today's back-to-the-hearth 
atmosphere. . .but nobody else has easy answers, either, to the situation. (Author 
applauds teacher-aide and "lay reader" experiments as good first steps.) 


(September Harper's, on sale now) 





ETV’s Impact, Compactly 





Electronic ingenuity means "No More School Problems" in Anaheim, Calif., says 
this Sunday's issue of Parade, the newspaper supplement. From a study of that city, 
the article goes on to a round-up of ETV nationwide--how many pupils it reaches, 
where, costs, and comparative achievements with conventional classes. As a clincher, 
there are answers to most frequent parental questions. Nothing startlingly new here, 
but it's valuable for lucid, nontechnical, and positive approach. 


(Sept. 18 Parade, available that date only) 
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Kiddie Scrimmage —And Carnage 


The shocking dangers of too-early gridiron competition get another blast this 
month, in Good Housekeeping. "Can Junior Football Hurt Your Boy?" is the work of 
George Weinstein (experienced writer and phys-ed teacher). His facts on the physical, 
scholastic, and psychological harm of junior-high football make James B. Conant's 
charge of "almost vicious overemphasis" seem tame. It's nearly impossible, says he, 
for schools to provide enough safeguards. He ends with directives for avoiding or 
combating such programs. This, in a magazine of GH's reputation, may be a great 
help in this problem. (October Good Housekeeping, on sale Sept. 








20) 





A New “Top Ten” for Teens 


First in a series of reports on "What Young Americans Are Reading" gets a big 
send-off Sept. 25, in the Sunday newspaper supplement, This Week. This is a poll of 
public and school librarians nationally, about teen-age tastes in adult books, old 
and new. To stimulate displays of the top 10-12 titles, This Week has supplied 
special streamers to libraries of both kinds. A new poll will appear quarterly, 
consulting different librarians each time. (The complete surveys--listing 40-50 
books--appear in Publisher's Weekly and Junior Libraries.) Not a best-seller list, 
it is hoped this sampling will show current interest in both new titles and familiar 
stand-bys. (Sept. 25 This Week, available that date only) 











Sour Notes 


The money, time, and effort wasted because of incompetent piano teaching en- 
rages music critic Nat Hentoff in the current Reporter. '"Quackery on the Keys" 
charges that the blundering of the average neighborhood "lesson-giver" too often 
only instills a hatred of music in pupils (all the more challenge for school music 
departments). He has harsh words, too, for parents who push unwilling, unsuited 
children, and expect miracles at cut-rates. (Sept. 15 Reporter, on sale now) 





Hatching Little Eggheads 


How do parents feel when a "near-genius" turns up in the family? 
times frightened. Look has an encouraging example this week, the story of a preschool 
girl in Redondo, Wash. Title is "Age 4: I1Q179...Nature: Friendly...Prospects: 
Brilliant."' It tells how parents and counselors are approaching her needs, consider- 
ing her happiness. (Sept. 27 Look, on sale now) 


Awed, some- 





Naughty, Naughty 


A_ headmaster takes a valiant crack at the adolescent problem in a Saturday 
Evening Post article of last week, "Why Do They Misbehave?" He cites the usual 
pressures, makes the customary comparisons with the Roaring Twenties. . .but, alas, 
seems a bit out of touch. Teens' parents today don't remember "the cat's pajamas" 
(his phrase), and school discipline difficulties these days make his examples of 
pranks sound like the Rover Boys warmed over. (Sept. 10 Saturday Evening Post) 
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THE REPUBLICANS 


In its platform, the Republican party asserts that primary responsibility for edu- 





® cation must remain with the local community and state, but that the federal govern- 
ment should assist selectively in strengthening education, without interfering with 


full local control of schools. 


The platform pledges: 


"Federal support to the primary and secondary schools by a program of federal aid 





for school construction--pacing it to the real needs of individual school districts 
in states and territories, and requiring state approval and participation." 


The platform declaration says there is a "temporary" shortage of school classrooms 





in a "limited number" of states, but that this shortage is decreasing. It urges | 
state legislatures and local school boards to step up their ef- 


forts to eliminate the classroom shortage. 


"The respective states as a permanent program can shoulder 





this long-standing and cherished responsibility easier than can the 





federal government with its heavy indebtedness," the platform adds. 


"We believe moreover that any large plan of federal aid to edu- 








@ Candidate Nixon 


cation, such as direct contributions to or grants for teachers' 
salaries, can only lead ultimately to federal domination and con- 
trol of our local schools to which we are unalterably opposed." 


Vice President Richard M. Nixon, Republican nominee for President, is presiding 





officer of the Senate and, as such, votes only in case of a tie. One of the few op- 





Political Campaign 


ederal school support legislation 
ies in both the Senate and House 
pt the issue inevitably into this 





support was blocked, in the last 
itive Southern Democrats and con- 
the House Rules Committee. This 
jenate and House school support 
-econciliation of their differences. 





sducation as an important campaign 
platform commitments defining their 
yvord and deed, have assumed posi- 

. agreement that there are serious 
‘ising from the great postwar in- 
‘tage of qualified teachers, and 
nstruction, 





; in some important respects as 
; d do in this situation. On 
3 a summary of the views of each. 
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portunities he has had to vote came during the Sen- 
ate consideration of the school support bill last 
February. Breaking the tie, he cast the decisive 
vote against the Clark amendment which would have 
added teacher salaries to the bill. (Later another 
teacher salary amendment was adopted.) 


In his appearance before a television audience 
Sept. 11 on the NBC program ''Meet the Press," Nixon 
was reminded that he had said in 1955 that salaries 
paid to teachers were "nothing short of a national 
disgrace." 





"IT think federal action is essential,"' Nixon re- 
plied to a question based on that 1955 statement. 
"But I do not think that federal action...which would 
directly subsidize...teachers' salaries would be 
wise.... The moment you have the federal government 
paying our teachers...you inevitably give to the 
federal government power to set standards for teach- 
ers and to control what is taught.... That is why I 
believe our federal aid program should be limited to 
school construction." 





Federal aid for construction, he said, should 
free local funds for salary use. 
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Pennsylvania. 


William F. Keough, Jr., has replaced Theodore Lylis as superintendent 

of Windham Central Supervisory Union, marking first change in any su- 
perintendency in Vermont for past two years. »» J. Burton Vasche, 
formerly associate state superintendent of public instruction, is presi- 
dent of California's 15th state college, Stanislaus. 
assistant director, membership division, National Education Assn., will 
head NEA's fourth regional office, soon to be opened in mid-Manhattan 
to serve teachers in New York City, New York State, New Jersey, and 

>> Robert L. Hopper, formerly professor of educational 








>» Eric Rhodes, 








administration, Michigan State Univ., is now dean, college of education, Univ. of 


Alabama. 





>> Lyman Ginger, dean, college of education, Univ. of Kentucky, has been 


named chairman of educational commission authorized by 1960 legislature to study 
problems and needs in Kentucky. »» John M. Hickey, who resigned as superintendent 





of Erie, Pa., public schools, left for Rome early this month to study for Catholic 


priesthood. 


Dean M. Schweickhard, state commissioner of education, Minnesota, has announced 





he will retire in August 1961 after 26 years in state administration.. 


>> Three candi- 


dates are seeking post to be vacated next July 1, when George E. Watson retires after 
his third four-year term as state superintendent of public instruction of Wisconsin: 
Angus Rothwell, superintendent, Manitowoc city schools, Ralph Gibson, high-school 
social studies teacher, Madison, and William J. Fenelon, director of instructional 














services, Whitefish Bay public schools. 


>» Gerald Smith, formerly superintendent of 





schools, Elmwood Park, Ill., is administrative relations associate for Illinois Edu- 
cation Assn., new position designed to serve administrative groups affiliated with 


IEA. 
tendent of schools, Bridgeport, Conn. 





>> Joseph B. Porter, formerly superintendent, Watertown, Conn., is now superin- 
>> Stanley E. Hecker, Jr., associate professor 





of education on leave from Michigan State Univ., has joined the Michigan Education 


Assn. staff as research director. 





B® Died: William S. Gray, 75, a leading authority on reading instruction, writer of » 
hundreds of books, articles, and reports, professor emeritus at Univ. of Chicago, 
Sept. 8, at Billings, Mont., of injuries sustained in fall from a horse. » » Ralph G. 
Brooks, 62, governor of Nebraska, educator, orator, formerly (1947-59) superintendent 
of schools, McCook, Nebr., and president of McCook College, hospitalized since 
Aug. 23 with a virus infection that affected a heart muscle, Sept. 9, in Lincoln. 


PB James Bryant Conant has revealed that his year-long study of the American junior 
high school will be published Oct. 9 by Educational Testing Service, Princeton, N.J., 
and will include "about a dozen specific recommendations" to improve junior high 





schools. 


Titled Recommendations for Education in the Junior High School Years: A 








Memorandum to School Boards, the report will be a short one (48 pages, 50 cents, 


paperback). 





Some 40,000 copies will be distributed freé to school Superintendents. 


® Sylvia Porter, discussing how to meet college costs (scholarships, part-time 
work, borrowing, paying out of current income, regular savings, regular investing, 





endowment policy) in her syndicated column "Your Money's Worth," advises: 


"The main 


point is to recognize that your child's college years will be the most expensive... 


for you, but their value in terms of your child's future is immeasurable, 


Once you've 


recognized that basic point, you'll not just talk about your youngsters' going to 


college. 


You'll start a systematic program to finance the costs now." 
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